Witnessing:
A Matter Of Life Or Death

James5:20* Let himknow that hewho turns
a sinner fromthe error of hisway will save
a soul from death and cover a multitude of
sins”

et’s say that you are out at the lake
one day and you spot adrowning per-

son. What would you do?Would you
ignoretheir desperate condition and turnthe
other way? Or would you throw them alife
preserver? If you are the decent person |
imaginethat you are, | am confident that you
would try to do something to savethat poor
soul.

Similarly, each day you probably come
in contact with dozens of people who are
drowning without Christ in their life. For
them, it's only a matter of time before they
will go down for thelast time, unless some-
one like you, who has a life-preserver, can
throw it their way and save their life.

Christ is the Only Answer

TheBible saysthat every person who dies
without their name written in the book of
life will spend all of eternity in the lake of
fire. “ And anyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire”
(Rev. 20:15). The only way anyone's name
is added to the book of life is by placing
their faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord
(Rev. 21:27). The Bible says that Jesus is

the ONLY way that we can be saved (John
14:6, Acts4:12). So thismeansthat all those
without Christ will be destined to suffer end-
less torment in the unquenchable flames of
Hell forever, and ever, “into the fire that
never shall be quenched” (Mark 9:43).

God does not want anyone to be lost.
“The Lord is... not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repen-
tance” (2 Peter 3:9). This is why He sent
Jesus to become a sacrifice for the world's

“The consequences of
what we do may deter -
mine the eternal destiny
of our friends, family, or
acquaintances.”

sins (John 3:16). However, who is going to
tell them about this life-saving news? Who
is willing to throw them the life-preserver
that can savetheir lifefrom the horrible con-
sequences of eternity in the lake of fire?
“...how shall they believe in Him of whom
they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher?” (Romans 10:14).

A Serious Responsibility

The responsibility of delivering the life-
saving Gospel to the lost has been commit-
ted to all believers. That's right, ALL be-
lievers, not just ordained ministers, evange-

lists, or missionaries. In fact, the Apostle
Paul said that the ministry of reconciling
people to God has been given to al those
who have been born-again, whose old life
has passed away, and all things have become
new. “ ...if anyoneisin Christ, he is a new
creation; old things have passed away; be-
hold, all things have become new. Now all
things are of God, who has reconciled usto
Himself through Jesus Christ, and hasgiven
us the ministry of reconciliation” (2 Cor.
5:17-18).

Christians must understand that thisis a
very serious responsibility. It is a matter of
life or death! The consequences of what we
do may determinethe eternal destiny of our
friends, family, or acquaintances. There are
individuals who may spend eternity in
Heaven with Christ because we told them
about Jesus Christ. And even more sober-
ing, there may be those who suffer eternal
torment in the lake of fire FOREVER, sim-
ply becausewe couldn’t find thetimeor were
too “embarrassed” to talk about Jesus!

Dear believer, was Jesus “ embarrassed”
of youwhen He hung onthe crosswith blood
spurting from every part of His body? Did
Jesus have a problem “finding time” to suf-
fer for you, as He dangled for hours, nailed
to a brutal, splintery cross? Of course not.
And neither is there any excuse for any be-
liever who tries to justify their apathy for
the lost!

It certainly is not your responsibility to



tell the whole world about Christ. But it is
indeed your duty to tell “your world,” those
you live with, who you work with, or your
friends and family (Mark 16:15). You are
their missionary that God has sent to them,
and it’s very possible, you may be the only
opportunity that some may ever have, to hear
the message that could save their life. And
if you decide not to say anything, not towarn
them, to do nothing, the Bible saysthat their
blood could be on your hands for eternity
(Ezek. 3:18-19).

Jesus was not ashamed to suffer and die
for us, let us neither be ashamed to share
His life-saving message to the lost! That's
all He asks. Just share His message. “ For
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words,
of himthe Son of Man will be ashamed when
He comes in His own glory, and in His
Father’s, and of the holy angels’ (Luke
9:26).

A Four-Step Plan for Effective,
Daily Witnessing

(1) Livean honest and Godly life, daily, be-
fore your family, friends, and co-workers,
as a good witness and testimony of Jesus.
Your efforts to share Christ will have little
effect unlessthey are backed up by agodly,
wholesome lifestyle.

(2) Memorize or mark versesin your Bible
relating to salvation, and equip yourself with
tracts, literature, or invitationsto Church that
you can distribute or leave in conspicuous

locations.

(3) Yield your life to the Holy Spirit daily,
and pray fervently that the Lord will cause
your path to crosswith someonewhose heart
will be open to the message of Christ.

(4) When the opportunity arises in casual
conversations, share your testimony of how
you found Christ. If you sensetheir heart is
open, or when they continue to ask ques-
tions, go further and invite themto pray and
to accept Jesus. Invite persons to Church
where they can hear more about salvation
and how to serve Christ.

Scriptures For Soul-Winning

Our need for a Savior God’s promise of Salvation

Rom. 3:22-23 John 3:16
1 John 1:8-10 Rom 5:6-8
Psm. 130:3 1 Pet. 2:24
Rom. 10:9-10
Consequences without a Savior
Rom. 6:23 Assurance of Salvation
Isa. 57:-20-21 John 3:36
John 3:18 John 5:24
John 3:36 1 John 5:11-12
John 8:24 1 John 5:13
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