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TH. J. WOOD,
Brigadier-General, OommG'lUling.

DECEMBER 26, 1862.-Skirmish at Prim's blacksmith shop, Edmondlon
pike, Tenn.

R8p0rt of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. 8. Army.·

[HEADQUARTERS FIRST DIVISION, LEFT WING,]
December 25, 1862.

The brigade (Oolonel Hs.rker's) which went.out this mo~ningfor fora:ge
is coming in. Uolonel Harker reports havmg filled hIS wagons With
corn but had to fight for it. He was attacked in front a!1d on the flanks,
and lost 1 man killed outright and 2 WOUnded~'on.e serIOusly, the other
slightly. The casualties all occurred in the . ·,A1'at~ Volwl- •
tee!'8. Colonel Harker estimates the enemy at , and says he was at­
tacked by mounted men and men on foot, but does not know whether
the latter were infantry or dismounted troopers. If we should mov~ t?­
morrow, I beg to be distinctly informed wha~ amount of bagg:age It IS
expected we will take. If all is not taken, w~lCh, I presu!De, wIll ha~~
be done, what arrangements will be made WIth the remalllder~ . Will ~t
be ordered to follow or sent to Nashville' Please be exphCit, as .It
will save much embahassment. Further, is it expected any forage will
be taken' I understand the forage is exhausted on the Murfrees~orough
road to La Vergne; and if it were there to forage for, scattermg our
troops so, where the enemy are, would be hazardous. 0':1 the other
hand, to haul the bulky forage provided from the countr~ wIll ma:ke an
immense train. I beg YQu will furnish the necessary mformatIOn at
your earliest convenience.

• Bee alllO Wharton's report, p. 164.

Lieutenant-General LEONIDAS POLK,
OOfllmanding, fto.

iments, though they have long been promised me. The aeryice. that I
am required to perform here is too much formy force, ~n.d It wi!! soon
be unfit for service. Other cavalry commanders are dnllmg daily, and
I assure you that every day for the past ten days I have engaged the
enemy. My force in camp has to ~ moved forward every ~ay to BUS­
tain the pickets, and never return untIl dark, so, whether on pIcket or off,
they have no rest. . '

I ordered Oolonel Smith to leave a portIOU of hIS command at Frank-
lin and to move last night on a scout on the Hillsborongh pike. The
re;ult of the expedition is not yet known.. .

I take great pride ~ ~his brigade,. and d? not mtend ~hat It shall be
used up without adVlsmg you of It. I mtend ~ wnte to General
Wheeler, and ask him to come over and see for hImself the amo~t of
labor I have to perform. The enemy were followed be~ond our lines,
and our pickets are at their usual stands. The enemy WIll be out early
in the morning and to·morrow will be, as usual, a day for us to fight
and not to rest.' I have nothing new as to the several movements of the
enemy.

Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
JNO. A. WHARTON,

Brigadier-General.

Lieut. T. W. MORRISON,
AtJtg. Aut. A~t. Gen., Firat DifJitrioft" Right Wing.

proceeded to Brentwood, and from thence on the Wilson pike, near
where we drove in the enemy's pickets. Two miles farther we came to
a cross-road leading to Nolensville, on which the enemy were encamped
about a mile distant, and at another point about 2 miles distant. The
small cavalry force occupying the nearest camp abandoned it, and I sta­
tioned the Fifty·ninth Regiment lllinois Infantry and one section of the
Fifth Wisconsin Battery in a position to command this road, and pre­
vent the enemy from Nolensville, which was 5 miles distant, establishing
themselves in our rear. I then proceeded 2 miles farther with the train,
placing the Fifteenth Regiment Wisconsin Infantry and one section of
the battery on the right, and commanding a road coming from Frank­
lin, and the Twenty-second Regiment Indiana Infantry, the Seventy­
fourth Regiment Illinois Infantry, and one section of the battery in
front. Our advance was attended with considerable skirmishing. Two
of the enemy were killed, and some wounded were seen being carried
off. A few shells from Oaptain Pinney's battery cooled the Oonfederate
ardor until all the wagons were completely loaded. The wagons of the
enemy were hurried out of the field without being loaded, though, I re­
gret to say, their presence was not discerned in time to effect their cap­
ture. The captain of one of the skirmishing parties caused some neigh­
borhood negroes to bury the enemy's dead, and we returned to camp
without any mishap whatever.

I beg leave to observe in this report that foraging in such a country
as this in our front, and so great a distance from camp, while the enemy
are so near and from every hill-top estimate the number of the escort
and the value of the train, is attended with considerable risk. Our train
could not be made to move in a less space than 4 miles, and if it were
not possible to throw a superior force in rear of foraging expeditions it
would not be difficult to suddenly attack so long a train and destroy
some portion of it, especially while threatening it in the rear, as they
did much of the way in to-day, unless the escort were very large.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
P. SIDNEY POST,

(Jolonel, Oom'mOlnding BrigaiU.

No. 2,

lUport ofBrig. Gefl,. John A. WhtJrton, O. 8. Anray, commanding eatlaw,
brigade.

HluDQUARTERS WHARTON'S OAVALRY BRIGADE,
NolenBfJiUe, Tenn., De«Jm1Hw 25, 1862-9.30 p. m.

GENERAL: We have been fighting the enemy from sunrise until dark.
The forage now lies to the left of this pike, in between this and Wilker·
Bon pike. To·day the enemy came out in large force and a heavy sup­
porting force. With what cavalry could be used without disturbing
the pickets, we engaged the enemy. The country is very hilly and
covered with cedar brakes, which renders it totally unfit for cavalry,
and the infantry here has orders to risk nothing. I had 3 men wounded;
killed 6 and wounded 14 of the enemy. They thus paid for their
forage.

I cannot get the five compauiee toOOIIlpla Smith's and Murray's reg-
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nird (~ Tlmth) Brigade.

181

Maj. Gen. THOMAS L. CRITTENDEN. Col. WILLIAM GROSE.

Col. CHARLES G. 1LuuI:ER.

.&rtillary.•

&0000 (la~ Fou~)B,..,...

Col. JAMES P. FTFn.

44th Indiana:
Col. William C. Williams.
Lieut. Col. Simeon C. Aldrioh.

86th Indiana, Lieut. Col. George F. Diok.
13th Ohio:

Col. Joseph G. Hawkins.
Maj. Dwight Jarvis, jr.

59th Ohio, Lieut. Col. William Howard.

THIRD (LATE FlJl'TH) DIVIBION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. HORATIO P. VAN CLEVlI:.
(2.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY.

84th illinois, Col. Louis H. Waters.
36th Indian&.:

Maj. Isaac Kinley.
Capt. Pyrrhus Woodward.

23d Kentucky, Maj. Thomas H. Hamriok.
6th Ohio, Col. Nicholaa L. Anderson.

24th Ohio:
Col. Frederiok C. Jones.
Maj. Henry Terry.
Capt. Enoch Weller.
Capt. A. T. M. Cockerill.

Capt. WILLIAM E. STAlID.AJtT.

Artill6y.

1st Ohio, Battery B, Capt. William E Standart.
1st Ohio, Battery F c

Capt. Daniel T. Cockerill.
Lieut. Norval Osburn.

4th United States, Batteries H and M, Lieut. Charles C. PaI'IIODL

Fir,t (la~ EletJenth) Brigade.

(1.) Col. SAMUEL BEATTY.
(2.) Col. BENJAMIN C. GRIDER.

79th Indiana, Col. Frederick KneHer.
9th Kentucky:

Col. Benjamin C. Grider.
Lieut. Col. George H. Cram.

11th Kentucky, Maj. Erasmus L. Mottley.
19th Ohio, Maj. Charles F. Manderson.

&COOO (la~ Twenty-fir8t) Brigade.

CoL GEORGE D. WAGNER.

15th Indiana, Lieut. CoL Gustavus A.
Wood.

40th Indiana:
CoL John W. Blake.
Lieut. Col. Elias Neft'.
Maj. Henry Learning.

57th Indiana:
CoL Cyrus C. Hines.
Lieut. Col. George W. Lennard.
Capt. John S. MoGraw.

97th Ohio, Col. John Q. Lane.

FIRST (LATE SIXTH) DIVISION.

(1.) Brig. Gen. THOMAS J. WOOD.
(2.) Brig. Gen. MILO S. HASCALL.

Maj. SEYMOUR RACE.

lint (la~ ..lIVt-th) Brigade.

(1.) Brig. Gen. MILO S. IlAscALL.
(2.) Col. GEORGEP. BUELL. .

l00th minois, Col. Frederick A. Bartleson.
58th Indiana:

CoL Georr P. Buell.
Lieut. Co . James T. EmbrtJe.

3d Kentuoky:
Col. Samuel MoKee.
Maj. Daniel R. Collier.

26th Ohio, Capt. William H. Squires.

sow tBt1Iana, Col.~ D. Ierel~t.
73d Indiana, Col. Gilbert Hathaway.
13th Michigan, Col. Michael Shoemaker.
64th Ohio, Lieut. Cot. Alexander Mcnvain.
65th Ohio:

Lieut. Col. Alexander C&88il.
Maj. Horatio N. Whitbook.

I.

8th Indiana Battery, Lieut George Estep.
10th Indiana Battery, Capt. Jerome B. COL
6th Ohio Battery, Capt. Cnllen Bradley.

TAird (lat6 Twenty-lAird) Brigade.

Col. SAMUEL W. PRICE.

SBCOND (LATE FOURTH) DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. JOHN M. PALMER.

Fir8t (la~ TwlmtY-8coond) Brigade.

Brig. Gen. CHARLES CRUFT.

31st Indiana, Col. John Osborn.
1st Kentncky, Col. David A. Enyart.
2d Kentucky, Col. Thomaa D. Sedgo­

wiok.
90th Ohio, Col. Isaac N. R088.

Sooond (la~ NiftlllMlth) Brigade.

Col. WILLIAM B. HAzEN.

IlOth Illinois, Col. Thomas S. Casey.
9th Indiana, Col. William H. Blake.
6th Kentuoky, Col. Walter C. Whita·

ker.
41st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Aquila Wiley.

35th Indiana, Col. Bernard F. Mnllen.
8th Kentucky :

Lieut. Col. Reuben May.
Maj. Green B. Broaddus.

21st Kentncky, Lieut. CoL James C. Evana.
51st Ohio, Lieut. Col. Riohard W. McClain.
99th Ohio:

Col. Peter T. Swaine.
Lieut. Col. John E. Cummins.

Artillery.

Capt. GEORGE R. SWALLOW.

• rhe Eighth Battery was attached to the First Brigade, the Tenth Battery to 8eo­
ond Brigade, and tha Sixth Battery to the Thiru Brigade.

7th Indiana Battery. Capt. George R. Swallow.
Pennsylvania, Battery B (2I.ith), Lieut. Alanson J. Stevena.
3d WiBOO.:lsin Battery, Lient. Cortland Livingston.
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ru~bIing of art?Jlery moving from our right to our left. Upon investi.
gatIOn I was satIsfied that the enemy was massing his forces on our left
and forthwith informed you of the fact. . ,

At 2 o'cl~ck.on the morning of January 1, I informed General Ro8~
erans.of thIS movem~nt of.t~e enemy, when he immediately arra.nged
to reheve us from thIS pOSItIOn, which we had held since noon of the
preceding day.

Onr casualties during our absence from your brigade weI'''': Wounded,
Isaac McDonald, private Company B; Israel Garrett and J. C. Huff.
man, pri "ates Company C; Anstin Harvey and Evan Foulke, privat£'8
Company D; Lewellyn Echelberry, sergeant Company E; George
Robinson, private Compauy G, and John Moore, private Company H.
Killed: A. M. Hasomt color sergeant; August Reinsch, private Com­
pany B, and John RO<leck~r, private Company G.

At 3 o'clock on the morning of the 1st, I reported my regiment to
you, and was assigned a place in the front line, about a half mile to the
rear of the position occupied by me at the beginning of the engage·
ment. We remained here during the day, with no other annoyance
than an occasional shot or shell from the enemy's guns. At night we
bivouacked on the spot.

On the morning of the 2d, our skirmishers were advanced A. half mile
to the front, where they remained undisturbed until 2.45 p. m., when
the enemy attacked our forces aero88 the river and our skirmishers were
driven back. We were here subjected to a cross-fire from the enemy's
guns for more than an hour, wounding Charles H. Claspbell, corporal
Company K; Purley Dickson, sergeant, and Benjamin Kinsey, private
Company D.

At 5 p. m. we crossed Stone's River.and remained on its right bank
until the morning of the 4th without further event.

Our loss during the whole engagement was 3 killed, 15 wounded, and
6 missing.

The officers and men in my command everywhere acquitted them·
selves nobly, and we never lost a position after once taking it.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servaD;tt_
JOHN Q. L~J!j,

Oolonel Ninety-8e'Dtmth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry.
Col. G. D. WAGNER,

Go'mmanding Twtmty-jirat Bt'igade.

No. 112..

Report of Ool. OIWl·rlea G. Barker, Sitxty-fifth Ohio Infantt'!" commanding
Tilird Brigade.

HDQRS. THIRD BRIGADE, FmST DIVISION, LEFT WING,
FOURTEENTH A. C., DEPT. OF THE CUMBERLAND,

MurJreeaborough, Tenn., January -, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera­
tions of the troops under my command from the 29th ultimo to the 4th
instant, inclusive:

The Third Brigade, Fi1'l:lt Division, left wing, Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland, forlLerly the Twentieth Brigade, Sixth
Division, consisting of the~ .... ibIi...t1~VolaDteeJw, CJol.

1

A. D. Streight commanding; the Thirteenth Regiment Michigan Vol·
unteers, Col. M. Shoemaker commanding; Seventy-third Regiment In·
diana VOlunteers, Col. G. Hathaway commanding; Sixty-fourth Regi·
ment Ohio Volunteers, Lieut. Col. A. Mcilvain commanding; Sixty­
fifth Regiment Ohio Volunteers, Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil commanding,
and the Sixth Ohio Independent Battery, commanded by Capt. Cullen
Bradley, left Stewart's Creek about 10 a. m. on Monday, the ~9th ultimo,
marching most of the time in line of battle, with the right of the line a
little in the rear of the left of the Second Brigade, Colonel Wagner com­
manding.

Onr skirmishers soon came upon the enemy's cavalry, engaging them
briskly and driving them slowly before them. We proceeded in this
manner, cantiously feeling onr way until our left arrived at the left
bank of Stone's River, which was reached abont 4 p. m.

Up to this time we had suffered no casualties from the enemy's skir·
;nisbers. We took np a position near Stone's River, about 400 yards to
the left of the Nashville and Murfreesborough pike, the Second Brigade,
Colonel Wagner commanding, being on the right, and the First Bri­
gade, General Hascall commanding, being on the left, and somewhat to
the rear, owing to the conformation of the ground.

We remained in tbis position until about dark, when we received
orders to proceed to Murfreesborough. Stone's River being fordable
in our front, we at once commenced crossing the stream. Throwing a
strong line of skirmishers over the stream, orders were given to the
lIIIIIij ao.! !' I.~hirteenth Michigan, and Seventy·third Indiana
Volunteers to cross simultaneously, form on the opposite bank, press
forward, and seize the commanding heights beyond, while the Sixty·
fourth and Sixty·fifth Ohio, with Bradley's battery, were directed to
follow as rapidly as possible.

The skirmishers had barely left the bank of the river before they
were vigorously attacked by those of the enemy, concealed in a thicket
and behind a fence in our front. Our skirmishers, in no waJ-- daunted
by this fierce lUlBaUlt of the enemy, pressed gallantly forward, driving
the foe until they came upon the enemy in force. The skirmishers were
BOOn supported by the front line of the brigade. The enemy seemed to
have been entirely disconcerted by this bold movement of our troops,
and fell back in confusion. In this movement our lOBS was 2 menkilled
and 3 wounded. This slight loss mUllt be attributed to the able manner
in which the officers of the brigade condncted their commands. A pris­
oner taken reported an entire division of the enemy on my front; move·
ments 'along my entire front and flanks indicated that a strong force
was near me. I reported this to the general commanding the division,
at the same time stating that I could hold the position until re-enforced.

I BOOn received orders to recross the stream, which I did, occupying
nearly the same ground as before croBSing. This movement was 80
quickly executed as not to excite the suspicion of the enemy.

Too mnch praise cannot be accorded to the brave officers and men of
this brigade for their bravery and skill in driving a concealed enemy
from a strong position after nightfall, and holding their ground in the
face of an enemy three times their numbe1'l:l. Though little was accom­
plished by this feat, it nevertheless made manifest the indomitable cour­
age of the men under the most trying circumstances, and augured well
for the more severe work which awaited them.

On December 30, the Sixty-fourth Ohio, being on picket and outpost
duty, was somewhat aIlIloyed by the enemy in the slight skirmishing in
the front, losing 1 man killed.



About 8 a.. m. the enemy's battery, stationed on an eminence near
the right bank of Stone's River, opened a severe fire of shot and shell
apon my camp. Bradley's battery was ordered into position to engage
that of the enemy. After a severe engagement of fifteen miuutes,Oap­
tain Bradley succeeded in silencing the enemy's battery. My command
sustained uo loss in this engagement. Aside from this, it was generally
quiet on my front during the day.

About 8 a. m., December 31, I receiyed orders from General Wood,
commanding division, to cross the river with my command. The move­
ment waa commenced, in obedience to General Wood's order, but was
suspended for a few moments by an order emanating from Major·Gen.
eral Orittenden, commanding the left wing. While awaiting fnrther
orders, Major-General Rosecrans passed my command, and gave. me
direct instructions to proceed immediately to the support of the rIght
wing of our army] which was yielding to the overwhelming force of the
enemy at that pomt.

We had hardly commenced moving toward the right, when a Oonfed·
erate battery, located on the south bank of the river open~ upon us,
killing 1 man and wounding 2. Not stopping to reply to thIS battery,
we pressed steadily forward. On approaching the right, much confusion
was visible; troops marching in every direction; stragglers to be seen
in great numbers, and teamsters in great consternation endeaV:0ring to
drive their teams they knew not whither. My progress was Impeded
by the confusion, while the enemy was pouring shot and shell upon us
from at least three different directions, wounding several men in my
command. The brigade was, however, extricated from this perilous
position as soon as possible, and pressed on to a position on the extreme
right of our line, Oolonel Fyffe's brigade, of General Van Cleve's divis­
ion, being immediately upon our left.
Aft~r reaching this last position, my brigade marched iu two lines,

the~ ... 1..1....n the right, the Sixty·fifth Ohio ou the left, the
battery a little retired and opposite the interval betwee~ the Sixty-fifth
and IJifty.Drat. the Sixty-fourth Ohio on the right of the second line, the
Seventy-third Iudiana on the left, with the Thirteenth Michigan in rear
of the caissons. We marched in this order about half a mile, when our
skirmishers came up with those of the enemy, and the fire became brisk
in front. About this time a battery from the enemy, situated in a. corn­
field, and nearly opposite my right fiank, opened upon my command with
canister. In order to get a commanding position for artillery, and at
the same time guard well my right flank, which I was fearful t~e enemy
would attempt to turn, I moved the command a little to the rIght.

While this movement was being executed, a. staff officer from the com­
mand upon my left reported a strong force of the enemy in his front. I
replied that my right was in danger, and that a strong force and battery
was in front. No sooner had I taken a position on the crest of the hill
than a most vigorous engagement commenced. The position selected
for my brigade proved a most fortunate one. The enemy was com­
pletely bafiled in his design to turn my right; not only were the bat­
teries in my front silenced and the enemy there repulsed, but a most
destructive fire from Bradley's battery played upon the heavy columns
of the enemy then pressing the troops upon my left. This engagement
had continued about twenty minutes, when it was reported to me that
the troops on my left had given way, and that the enemy was already
in rear of my left fiank, and about 200 yards from it, pouring a destruc­
tive cross·fire upon my troops.

At this time my command was in a most precarious situation, with a

strong foe in front, which] though repulsed, could not be folIo-wed up for
want of support; my right threatened, and my left already turned. It
therefore became necessary to change the disposition of my command
and fall back. The commander of the Sixty-fifth Ohio anticipated my
order, when he found his left turned, and fell back in good order. I
directed this regiment to make a stand behind a rail fence running ob­
liquely to the first hne of battle.

During this movement this regiment was subjected to a most galling
fire from the enemy, but they stood up under it nobly and fought des·
perately. While this movement was being executed, the Seventy-third
Indiana was left in position on the second line, and the battery retired
to a position about 400 ~'ards to the rear, when it a~n opened. The
Sixty-fourth Ohio was now ordered to change its front to the left and
charge the enemy. The direction was indicated to the commanding offi­
cer, but1 unfortunately, he moved too far to the right. Though this regi­
ment handsomely repulsed the enemy in its front, it did the work of the
other regiments already in position, leaving the left of the Seventy·
third Indiana exposed, and permitting the enemy to.advance much far­
ther than could have been done had my design been carried out.

I do not, however, desire to censure the commanding officer of this
regiment, who acted most gallantly throngh the engagement, but at­
tribute it to a misunderstanding of the order. Bradley's battery, haVe
ing taken its second position, opened again, with great effect, upon the
ad.ancing enemy, but, being in an exposed position, it was again ordered.
to withdraw, being badIy crippled by loss of horses; two pieces were
abandoned, one of which was spiked.

The command was now ordered to fall back and form on a rocky emi­
neuce covered with cedars, being a very strong position. The Thirteenth
Michigan, from their position, opened npon the enemy with telling effect,
and, having cansed his ranks to waver, followed up the advantage with
a charge, supported by the Fifty-first DIinois Volunteers, who had now
come to our relief. They completely routed the enemy. The Thirteenth
Michigan retook two pieces of artillery, abandoned by our battery, and
captured 58 prisoners. For this act of gallantry Colonel Sho-emaker
and his gallant regiment are deserving of much praise.

The enemy thus driven from our right did not agairl attempt to annoy
us in that quarter. How far the brave troops of this brigade contributed
toward repulsing the strong columns of the enemy designed to tum the
right flank of our army, and thus preventing most disastrous conse­
quences to our army, must be inferred by the position o-ccupied by this
command and the part it took in the engagement.

Too mnch praise cannot be bestowed upon Colonel Sho-emaker, com­
mandingthe Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers; Colonel Hathaway, com­
manding the Seventy·third Indiana Volunteers; Lieutenant-Colonel Mc­
ilvain, commanding the Sixty-fonrth Ohio Volunteers; Lieutenant­
Oolonel Oassil, who commanded the Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers until
injured by the falling ofhis horse, and Major Whitbeck, though wonnded
in action, remained in command of the Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers after
Lieutenant-Oolonel Cassil was injured, and Captain Bradley, command·
ing Sixth Ohio Battery, for their bravery and gQ9d conduct during this
engagement.

MI thanks are also due to 001. A. D. Streight, commanding'"
ftftIIt IDdfana Volmtteere, 1&1' valuable information of the movements of
the enemy during this engagement. From the less exposed position of
his regiment it suffered less than any other re¢ment of my command.
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The Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers-officers killed, 2; wounded, 8; en·
listed men killed, 33; wounded, 92; missing, 38. '.I;otal, 173. .

The Sixth Ohio Battery-officers wounded, 1; enlisted men kllled, 2;
woonded, 7; missing, 1. Total,11. . .

Total loss in killed, wounded, and mIssmg, 539.
The following is a correct list of the killed and wounded officers of

my command:
Of the Fffty-ftM 1lMttl!nttl, Capt. Francis M. Constant, Company G,

and Second Lieut. Alfred Gude, wounded. . ,. .
Of the Sixty-fourth Ohio, Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, kIlled; ]!IrstLIeu~.

Warner Young, Joseph B. Ferguson, and Chauncey Woodruff (regi'
mental adjutant), wounded.

Of the Thirteenth Michigan, Capt. Clement C. Webb, Company E;
Second Lieut. John E. McIvor, Company E, wound~d..

Of the Seventy·third Indiana, Capu;. Miles n. TibbIts, Company F,
and Peter Doyle Company H1killed; Maj. William Krimbilll.wounded;
Second Lieuts. Emanuel WillIamson, Company I, and John .l:Sutterfield,
Company K, wounded. .

Of the Sixty-fifth Ohio, Capt. J. Chris!".<>phe~and SeoonC;! LIeut. Dol·
sen VanKirk killed' Lieut. Col. A. Cassil, Maj. H. N. WhItbeck, ~apt.
R. M. Voorh~s, Com'pans F, First Lieut. A. A. Ga~ner,Second Lleut.
and Regimental Adjt. William H. Mas~y,&:cond Lleuts. Peter Markel,
Joel P. Brown Frank Pealer, and Actmg Lient. R. S. Rook, wounded.

Of the Sixth Ohio Battery, First Lieut. O. H. P.A~ wounded..
From the 29th to the 2d, inclusive, my brigade OCCUpIed some portion

of the front and during each day some portion of the forces under m.v
command w~re engaged with the enemy, and sustained greater or less
1088e8. For the cheerful manner in which they stood.up under these
fatigues and exposures they ~e entitled. to com~endation.

I cannot close this report WIthout paymg a tnbute of respect to the
memory of the soldierly Sweet, the conscientious Christophel, and the
intelligent and noble-hearted Van Kirk, who fell while manf~yenC?ur·
aging their men in the trying hour of battle. The country will do Jus­
tice to the memory of the brave soldiers who so gloriously fell on the
morning of December 31. . ..,

Great praise is due to Dr. J.M. Todd, Sixty.fifth OhIO, acting bngade
surgeon, for the care and professional skill extended to our wounded
after the battle. . _1_":__

Where all behaved so gallantly it would be unjust to.partic~~,
but I cannot refrain from mentioning in terms of speciil.l prmse the
name of Capt. Cullen Bradley, of the Sixth Ohio Battery, attached to
my brigade. This gallant officer, ever at his post, was always ready to
engage the enemy whenever he opened upon our troops, and managed
his battery with so much judgment and skill .as to silence th~ of. the
enemy in every instance. Such valuable serVICes and such mentorloos
conduct, I believe, will not be overlooked. I therefo~ take great pleas­
ure in recommending Captain Bradley for some p081tion commens~te
with his merit and ability in the artillery branch of there~ servIce.

Of both officers and men under my command I can speak III tones of
unqualified praise for their bravery and good conduct throu~hoot ~e

engagement in front of Murfreesboroogh. I mus~ also mentio~ a Cll"
cumstance wdrthy of notice which occurred on Fnday, the.2d Instant.
The enemy's sharpshooters, taking advantage of the woods m om i'n?nt
and to the right and left, had crept up sufficiently near our camI' with
the evident intention of picking off our general and field officers. They

i
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On the evening of the 31st, I received orders from the major-general
commanding to rejoin the First Division, which was done about 11 p. m.

On January 1, this division was moved a little to the right and rear.
My brigade occupied a central position in the division, on the front line
of battle, and a short distance to the left of the MUrfreesborough pike.
We were hardly in position before the enemy drove in Our skirmishers.
Bradley's battery, in conjunction with several others in our front,
opened a most destructive fire of case-shot and shell, drinng the enemy
from our front and sustaining no loss.

On January 2, Bradley's battery being in position on a small eminence
on our front, supported on the right by the Sixty·fourth and SixW;.fifth
Ohio, behind a sinall clump of trees, and on the left by the~.'"
Jadb.¥aI••il F ,lying in Ii skirt of timber, w.hile the Thirteenth Mich­
igan and Seventy.third Indiana were in reserve, three batteries of the
enemy opened upon us. They were promptly responded to by Captain
Bradley and other batteries on my right, when the most fearful artillery
engagement ensued which I had yet had the experience to Witness. The
enemy, having otlf range quite perfectly, poured upon us a most de­
structive fire, causing the battery on our right to be abandoned; but
Oaptain Bradley continued his well·directed firing until the enemy's
batteries were silenced.

While this engagement was going on, Captain Stokes' battery, posted
In our rear, opened upon us, mistaking us for the enemy. It is due 1;(,
Captain Stokes, however, to say that I believe this firing was commenced
without his orders, and was stopped by him as soon as it was possible
for him to do so, but not until we had sustained some injury.

During the engagement we had 1 man killed and 11 wounded.
On the evening of the same day, when the enemy attacked the left

flank of our army with great vigor, Bradley's batt~ry was again placed
in position, aud did good service in silencing those of the enemy.

About dark on the eveDing of the 2d instant we were ordered to cross
Stone's River. My brigade was placed in the front line, my right rest­
ing on the left of General Davis' division. We were hardly in position
before the enemy opened upon us, killing 1 man of the Sixty.fourth Ohio.

During. the night we constructed a musket breastwork of rails, and
remained on the front until about 9 a. m., January 3, when we were
relieved and ordered to the rear in reserve, where we remained until
about 3 p. m.,when we were again ordered to the front to relieve Colo.
nel Wagner's brigade, and oooupied a position on the left of the First
Division.

We remained in this position until about 1 a. m.,January 4, when we
received orders to recross Stone's River. We crossed the stream and
took a position in rear of the main body of our force, and about 500
yards to the left of the railroad, where we remained until our troops
had occupied MUrfreesborough.

The I08S in killed, wounded, and missing during these six days' en­
gagemenm was as follows:

The"lI'iftIJ.....-fBtftIBa ofJicers wounded, 2; enlisted men killed,. 7;
wounded, 32; missing, 9. Total, 50.

The Sixty.fourth Ohio-ofJicers killed, 1; wounded, 3; enlisted men
killed, 23 j wounded, 61; missing, 17. Total, 105.

The Thirteenth Michigan-ofJicers wounded, 2; enlisted men killed,
17i wounded, 70. Total, 89.

The Seventy-third Indiana Volunteers-ofJicers killetl,2; wounded,
3; enlisted men killed, 22; wounded, 48; missing, 36. Total, III
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My skirmishers were ordered forward at a double·quick, and charged
upon the enemy, who instantaneously fled from their hiding places. At
this moment it became evident, from the brisk firing of the enemy, that
large numbers of them were concealed in the standing corn on the hill
side; and fearing that my skirmishers would be overwhelmed, I ordered
the whole regiment forward at a double-quick, but before the regiment
had entirely crossed the river, Captain Russell informed me that the
enemy was advancing in line of battle just beyond the crest of a ridge,
about 400 yards to our front.

I.at once determined to seize the crest before the enemy could get
there, if possible; consequently the whole line was ordered forward on
the run, and although the whole ridge seemed to issue forth a continuo
ous flame of fire, not a man faltered, but each seemed to strive to reach
the desired point in advance of his comrades. The boldness of the move­
ment, and the ala<lrity with which it was executed, together with the
brisk and well·dIrected fire of my men, struck terror to the enemy, who
fell back in great confusion at our approach. I was at this moment
ordered to advance no farther, but hold my position. I then ordered
my men to lie down, so as to conceal them as much as possible, and in
a few moments the enemy were plaiuly seen advancing upon our posi·
tion. They were allowed to advance to within 30 paces, when fire was
opened upou them with such effect that they hardly waited to reply,
but broke and fled again. Re·enforcements soon arrived on my right
and left.

We remained in our position withoot further molestation until about
10 o'clock at night, when I was notified that orders had been gi.en to
retire to the opposite bank of the river. After waiting until the bal·
ance of the troops had recrossed, my regiment was marched by the rear
rank to the river, when it recrossed also. In the mean time my skir·
mishers were gradually withdrawn. The regiment was marched about
500 yards from the ford, where it bivouacked for the night.

Slight skirmishing was all that occurred of interest until the morning
of the 31st, when it became evident from the terrific roar of artillery
and musketry that the enemy was turning the extreme right of our
army. We were at once ordered to the right and rear at double-quick.
We had moved but a short distance, when we came within range of the
enemy's artillery; and, although several were wonnded when we had
no chance of striking a blow at the enemy, yet my men moved a distance
of over a mile as regularly as they could have moved had we been on
drill; and even when we came in contact with excited teams and team­
sters, every command was promptly obeyed without corifusion. After
marching about 2i miles we reached the extreme right of the army.

We had hardly reached our position, when we were ordered forward
in line of battle across open cotton and corn fields. Companies A, B,
and F were deployed as skirmishers to cover my extreme right and front.
We had proceeded in this order but about one-half mile, when my skir­
mishers, approaching the crest of a ridge in front, running at an angle
of about fifteen degrees to the right, were fired upon by a large force of
the enemy concealed in the standing corn to my front and right. I at
once ordered the whole line forward ata double-quick. My skirmishers
came in sightof the enemy in a moment, when our well-directed fire800n
put them to flight. 1 was here again, by rapid movements, particularly
fortunate in getting the advantage of the enemy in my position. We
had a fair chance at them while they were retreating some 400 yards,
and large numbers of them were killed and wounded. Although the

•
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annoyed us exceedingly, firing at every mounted officer or man who
appeared near the front. Desirous of dislodging this con~ed f?e, I
directed the skirmishers to advance and clear the woods If possIble.
Captain Chambers, of the Fifty-first l!1diana, had command of the
skirmishers consisting of 40 men from hIS own company; Companr B,
Seventy.thW Indiana Volunteers, Captain Glad~n comman~ng;
Company D, Seventy·third. In~iana, Lieutenant Gnmes co~ma~d~ng;
Company H, Sixty·fifth Ohio, Lleut. J~l P. Brown.commanding, ~om:
pany E, Sixty·fifth Ohio Volunteers, Lieut~nant HIllman ~mmandlDg,
Oornpan;y K, Sixty·fifth Ohio Volunj;eers, LIeutenant MathIas command­
ing, and Company E, Sixty·f~urth Ohio Volunteers, Sergeant Holden
commanding. The little detachment numbered only 120 men. The
enemy's force was much larger. Our skirmishers drove them until they
were checked by the enemy's batteries.

Thus these brave men not only drove a co~cealed eneII?-Y from a s~~ng
hiding place, but elicited valuable informatIon co~~rnmg the ~OSItlOn
of his masked batteries. This act of gallantry eliCIted the praIse and
admiration of all who witnessed it.

To my personal staff, Capt. S: L. Oo~ter, a:cting assistant adjutant­
general; Lieut. A. B. Case, acting assIStant Illspector-~eneral, and D.
L. Wright, aide·de·camp, I am indebted for valuable asSIStance through­
out this memorable battle. .

For details I would most respectfully refer you to the reports of regi-
mental commanders.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. G. HARKER,

Oolonel Si:ety-flfth Regiflumt Ohio Volunteers, Oomdg. Brigade.
"Brigadier·General HASOALL,

001ndg. First Di11i8io1l, Left Wing, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 113.

~t·t qf DoL. Abel D. Streigh41i'1/t#-jlaaft,.,~.

ON THE BATTLE-pmLD,
Near Murjreesboro'Ugh, Tenn., January 4, 1863.

8m: I have the honor to submit the followiug report of the part taken
"y my regiment in the battle near Murfreesborough, from the 29th
ultimo to the 2d instant, inclusive:

At about 4 p. m. I arriyed ou the west bank of Stontfs Riyer, about
one.half mile north of the Murfreesborough and Nashville pIke, and 2
miles from Murfreesborough, where I was ordered to halt until further
orders. Here I remained until about dark, when I received orders to
cross the river, preparatory to moving upon Murfreesborough. Being
fully aware that the enemy occupied the opposite bank, and as none of
our troops had at that time ~rossed the riv~, it became necessal1 to pro­
ceed somewhat cautiously, III order to aVOId the danger of rnnumg mto
an ambuscade; consequently I deployed Companies A and F to act as
skirmishers, and ordered them to cross in advance and engage the
enemy briskly, and, if possible, to seize the heights on the east side of
the river.

No sooner had my skirmishers crossed than the enemy opened a
brisk fire from under cover of a strong fence but a few yards distant.
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troops to my left were attacked desperately, the enemy did not attempt
to bring infantry against me after his repulse.

Shortly after I had obtained full possession of the ridge, I was in­
formed by Lientenant-Colonel Colescott, then in cOJ?mand of the s.kir
mishers that large masses of troops were seen movmg toward a. pIect"
of woods to my left and front. I at once notified Colonel Harker, and
requested that the Sixth Ohio Battery, Captain Bradley, be sent to the
ridge occupied by my regiment. T~e b~ttery ~as p~mptly on the
ground, but not too soon, tor by the tIme It was m pOSItIOn the enemy
had engaged the troops to my left. Captain Bradley opened a most
terrific fire, thus enfilading their ranks (they were in column four regi.
ments deep) at. a distance 1l0t to e~ceed 500 yards. Their dead w~re
literally piled m heaps by the ternfic fire from the battery. Nothmg
else could have saved our troops to my left from total destruction.

The battle bad been raging for about three-quarters of an hour when I
was notified that the division on our left was falling back; consequeutly
my position would have to be abandoned. At this moment Colonel
Harker ordered me to fall back, which was done in good order, bringing
off all mv wounded.

Having received no orders as to what point I should fall bac~ to, I
formed in line of battle on the first advantageons gronnd, expectmg to
give the enemy battle, but was again ordered to fall back to the posi.
tion first occupied on the extreme right, and at once deployed Compa.­
nies Hand C as skirmishers. The enemy again approached our lines
on the left, which formed an angle of about flfteen degrees to the front
of our position. My skirmishers and the troops to my left were but
handsomely engaged, when the enemy broke and fled from the field in
great confusion. It was now nearly night, and the contest was ended
for the day. Other troops Wl're brought up, and we were again ordered
to the position occupied on the previous day and bivouacked for the
night.

Early the next morning we were ordered into position about one·half
mile to our right and rear, where we remained throug~ the d~y. Com·
panies A and G, and one company from the Seventy·third IndIana, were
sent forward as skirmishers to drive the enemy from a piece of woods
abont one·half mile to our front, which was occupied in short order.
This was all the engagement my men were in on that day.

January 2, I took Company H, together with several volunteers from
my regiment, and drove the enemy from the woods formerly occnpied
by the Twenty.first Brigade. The contest was severe in the extreme for
a short time, but the boys soon got the advantAge, and the woods were
ours. Ten of the enemy were left dead on the ground. This was the
last engagement iu which my men participated.

Our entire loss is 7 killed, 34 wounded, and 9 missing. Members of
my regiment took 19 rebel prisoners-1 a maJor and 1 a captain. From
careful observation on the various grounds fought over by my men, I
am convinced that we have killed not less than 60 of the enemy, and by
adding flve times that number, the usual proportion of the wounded to
the killed, we have a grand tot.al of 360. These flgnres, though seem·
ingly large for the amount of loss sustained by us, I feel confident could
be fnlly verifled by the facts.

Most of the ground fought over by my regiment has not been covered
by other troops, and in nearly every cllse we have been placed where it
was easy to decide which were our killed. The success attending us in
most cases, and our small loss, I think, is attributable in a great meas·
ure to the advantage taken of the ground.

Feeling grateful beyond expression for the brave 'Soldierly bearing
and prompt manner in which beth o~cers.and m~n ~,erformed e,~rr

dutr assigned them, I feel a gre.a~ delicacy Ill. mentIOn!ng .names, bemg
fnllr convinced that it is more owmg to the dIfference. m Circumstances
than to the difference in men. Nevertheless, CaptaIDs Russell, Com·
pany A; Chambers, Company H, and Flinn, Company F, ~n~ th~ offi·
cers and men under them, arej~stly e~titled. to honors for dIstmg.Ulshed
services at different times durmg theIr varIOUS engagements WIth the
enemy though I do not wish to detract one star from the imperishable
glory ~on by other worthy members of my regiment.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
A. D. STREIGHT,

Oolonel Fifty-jirst Indiana Volunteers.
Col. C. G. HARKER,

Sixty-fifth Ohio Volunteers, Oommanding Twentieth Brigade.

No. 114.

Report of Ool. Gilbert Hathaway, Seventy. third It~dimw, infantry.

CAMP NEAR MURFREESBOROUGH, TENN.,
January 4, 1863.

Sm: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to report that
the Seventy·third Regiment Indiana Volunteers, under my command,
left Nashville on the morning of the 26th, taking the Murfreesborough
road, encamping that night near La Vergne.

The next day we marched in .line o~ battle t~ugh th~ fields and
cedar thickets amidst a drenchmg ram, encampmg at mght on the
camping·ground of the enemy, which bore abundant evidence of having
been hastily evacuated. In the course of the day we passed several
of his camp gronnds, strewed with many signs of very recent oooupa­
tion. Some sharp skirmishing was had to-day by one of my flankmg
companies.

The next day being Sunday, we remained qniet in camp. The enemy
had been here in considerable force, and, in this connection, I may be
permitted to mention that a. company f!om my comman~,~d one fr~m
that of Colonel Streight's, crossed the nver to a camp still m posseSSIOn
of the enemy's pickets, where we found more than 100 cavalry sabers,
several rifles, and other arms, which were taken po88688ion of without
much resistance, and brought to our camp.

On Mondaymorning the line of march was resumed.. Passing through
the same kind of country as on yesterday (very rough and broken), we
came to Stone's River,not far from where the railroad crosses the stream,
and about 2 miles from Mnrfreesborough, the enemy being strongly
posted on a rise of .ground on the opposite bank.

After nightfall my ~mmandwaded the river amidst a 8ho~er of balls
with which our reception was greeted. My command was qmcky formed
and marched in line of battle up the hill, during which time my skir·
mishers kept up a vigorous fire with those of the enemy, who retired at
our approach. Halting under the brow of the hill, we waited the attack,
which we had reason to expect, and doubtless would have experienced,
had it not been that the very boldness of our advance intimidated him.
We were near enough to distinctly hear his officers urge their men for.
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ward appealiltgm the name of their "country and their rights" to make
theatt.aek; but they eame not. We then recrossed the stream and biv·
ouacked for the night near its bank.

The next day skirmishing was indulged in with successful issues.
H~vy firing was kept up on our ~ght and left most of the day. .

On the morning of the 31st ultimo, the enemy appa.rently makIDg a
more vigorous attack on the x:ight.wing of the army than at a~y ti!De
before we were sent in that dIreCtIOn, and were soon engaged With him.
The Sixty.fifth Ohio had taken position in a piece of woodland. In
obedience to orders, I took my command to their suppor.t. The;y soo}l
heeame engaged with a heavy column, which was pr{'SSIDgagamst It
with great force. Well did 'they sustain themselves, till, by great supe·
riority of number, they were compelled to give way. Passing over my
rommand which at the time was lying down, we, in turn, were instantly
engaged. ' Twelve rounds were fired with great spirit and effect, when
it was seen that the enemy was retreating in disorder, taking an oblique
direction to the left. I ordered an advance, and well, indeed, was it
obeyed-pressing forward on the double·quick; the ground recently oc·
cupied by the Sixty.fifth Chio was attained, the enemy still fleeing before
us. There being no support for us on our left, and the battery on our
right (which in the beginning of the engagem~nt.had ren~ered good
service) having been withdrawn, the enemy bnnglllg up hIS reserve,
crossed an open field on our left, and subjected us to an enfilading fire
for several moments of a most destructive character.

Being thus left entirely alone, and finding it impossible to withstand
such fearful odds, I withdrew in a somewhat disordered state, but soon
ra.llied and again took position in frout. My horse having been sho"
in the early part of the engagement, I w~ compelled to rem~in on f?Ot
the remainder of the day, when, by your kindness, I was furnIshed '.Vlth
another. That night we bivouacked on the same ground as the mght
before. .

From that time to the evening of the 3d we were in the front, bemg
more or leBS exposed to the shells of the enemy, sustaining some lOBS
thereby. .

We took uo active part in any of the actions that ensued, With the
exception of having 20 men engaged, with others ?f the brigade, in
gallantly driving about 300 sharpshooters from a piece of WOOdland,
where thev had annoyed us for a day or two.

It affords me great pleasure to say to you that all of my command
behaved most nobly through all the :tqing scenes they were called to
p8088; and where all behaved 80 well, It would be invidious to make
especial mention of any.

In conclusion, I would remark that my command numbered, on the
morning of the 31st ultimo, 309 enlisted men, 19 line officers, and 3 field
and staff. The casualties of that" day were as follows: Enlisted men
killed 22; wounded, 49. Capts. Miles H. Tibbitll, Company F, and
Peter'Doyle, Company H, killed; Second Lieuta. Emanuel William·
son Company I, and John Butterfield, Company K, wounded j I;\lso
Mal. William Krimbill, slightly wounded ~ ~he knee? and 36 mIsslllg.
My judgment is that fully one-half those IDI88lDg are killed or wounded,
and part of the others taken prisoners.

Respectfullv submitted.
. G. HATHAWAY

Colonel Seventy-third i~na.
Col. O. G. HARKER,

Oonltnanding Third Brigade, FiTRt DiMon.

No. 115

Report olOol. Michael Shoemaker, Thirteenth MickilJan infantry.

HDQRS. THIRTEENTH REGIMENT MICHIGAN VOLS.,
In Camp, near Murjreesboro'Ugh, Tenn., January 8, 1863.

SIR: My report of the 5th, having been made in great haste, '!as
necessarily very brief. I would, therefore, for the better understandmg
of the movements of this regiment during the several days of battle,
commencing on the 29th ultimo and ending on the 3d inst.ant, submit
the following:

.On the evening.j)f the 29th, when ordered to cross the river, we were
on the left, the Fifty-Uat.~€lijjlDeinthecenter, and the Seventy-third
Indiana on the right. My regiment commenced CroBSing as soon as our
skirmishers were fairly on the other side. The skirmishers were Com­
pany A, commanded by Lieutenant Van Aredale, and Company F, ~m­
ma.nded by Lieut. James R. Slayton. They drove the enemy rapidly,
the regiment following quite closely upon them.

When in line in the corn·field. and receiving the third volley from the
enemy, we were ordered to fix bayonets and prepare to receive a charge
of cavalry. As my regiment was somewhat in advance of the Fifty-first
Indiana and my right covering their left, I moved my regiment to the
left and rear, so as to co~lDect with the I!'ifty.first In~i~na., but still
leaving my left somewhat m advance, and III such a position as would
have enabled us to enfilade any force which might charge the center.
Our position was now a very strong one, being in the edge of the woods.
Here we remained until ordered to recross the river.

On the 31st, being in reserve when our brigade was placed in position
on the extreme right of the army, we occupied an open field just in rear
of where the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth Regiments Ohio Volnnteers
a.nd Seventy·third Regiment Indiana Volunteers were engaged with the
enemy. When the battery retired, we were ordered to fall back to the
position we held when the enemy advanced upon us. When they opened
fire upon us, the other regiments of the brigade had passed by our right
to the rear, and we did not see them again until after the close of the
eDgagement.

My regiment was in line dUl'ing the battle, and delivered their fire
with such precision and rapidity that the whole force of the enemy was
brought to a stand at the fence in our front~ and held there for at least
twenty minutes, when their left, which extended coDsiderably beyond
my right, having advanced 80 as to make it apparent that they would
soon turn my right flank, I gave the order to retire, but again formed
the regiment within 12 or 15 rods of the first line. The enemy advanced
80 as to occupy our first line, but broke and retreated precipitately when
charged by us. The Fifty-first Illinois advanced only to within 3 rods
of our first line, and then threw forward skirmishers.

My regiment charged past the first line, and to the right down to
near the fence, and full 30 rods in advance of our first position. over·
taking and capturing the enemy, from the place where the guns were
recaptured, which was to the right and in front of our first line of bat­
tle, to the houses in ourfront, and into a corn-field, on a line with the
houses. The artillery ceased firing a short time before we opened upon
the enemy, and fell back out of sight, with all but the gons which had
had their horses killed, and were captured. The enemy broke up the
gons of our dead on the flrst line of battle while they occupied it. .A.
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Col. C. G. HARKER,
Oortlmanding Twentieth Brigade.

Of those wounded, honorable mention is justly due to First Lieuts.
Warner Young and Joseph B. Ferguson, and First Lieut. and Regi·
mental Adjt. Chauncey Woodrn1I, all of whom exerted themselves to
their utmost to press forward their respective commands to the charge,
and only ceased their labors when overcome by the exhaustion occa·
sioned by their wounds. I learn with pleasure that, although seriously,
none were mortally wounded.

The officers who survived the battle did honor to the State they hail
from and the cause they nobly fought for. Of those who commanded
companies, the names of each can be honorably mentioned in justice to
them: Capt. R. C. Brown, of Company C; First Lients. Samuel WoU,
of Company A, and Henry H. Kling, of Company D; Second Lieuts.
Norman K. Brown, Company F, and T. Eugene Tillotson, C~mpany
B; and First Sergts. James L. Hall, of Company G, and DaVid Cum­
mins, of Company H; also Lieut. George R. Hall, of Company K, and
Sergeants Kuneman and Holden, of Companies I and E, respectively,
who commanded the companies to which they were attached, after their
immediate commanders had been either killed or wounded; also Second
Lieut. Thomas E. Ehlers, who assisted in the command of Company.A..
The above-named officers did their duty regardless of the danger to
which they were exposed at every step while gallantly leading their men
forward to meet and charge the enemy.

The file-closers, without exception, manfully stood up to their work,
and I cannot, in justice to them all, single out anyone for special sub·
ject of remark, and too much praise cannot be attached to their patriot­
ism and heroic military bearing. The men in the ranks all did their
duty, and did it well, and they are heroes, all.

While we deeply regret and truly sympathize with the friends 01
those who were either killed or wounded, we are, as they can be, con·
soled with the thought that they all fell while bravely battling for theiI
country's right and the overthrow of rebellion.

ALEXANDER MoILV .A.IN,
Lieutenant- Oolonel, Oommandif&fJ.

No. 117.

Report of Maj. Horatio N. Wlitb6ck, Bi:r:ty-ftfth, Ohio Infantry.

IN CAMP, NEAR MURFREESBOROUGlI, TENN.,
January 6, 1863.

Sm: The Sixty.fifth Ohio Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant­
Colonel Cassil, left its bivouac, near Duck Creek, on Monday morning,
December 29, 1862. In the advance its position was on the left wing
of the front line of the brigade. Two companies were deployed as
skirmishers, who very soon encountered a strong cavalry picket of the
enemy. This force contested our advance at times sharply, but disap·
peared near Stone's River. When within a conple of miles of the same
river, several shells were thrown at us from cannon, which soon retired.
In this skirmishing we sustained no loss, but several of the enemy's
saddles were seen to have been emptied and the horses st1'"dggling.

We reached the heights on the north side ot' the river about 3 p. m.,
33 R R-VOL XX, PT J

No. 116.

Report of Lieut. Ool. Aleol:ander McnfJain, Sixty-fourth, OMo Infantry.

HDQRS. SIXTY-FOURTH REGIMENT OHIO VOLUNTEERS,
In the If'ield, January 5, 1863.

Sm: I have the honor herewith to report the number of killed.,
wounded, and missing in this command, from December 27, 1862, to
Jannary 3,1863, inclnsive, so far as can be ascertained from company
commanders now present.·

The command arrived on the south bank of Stone's River on· the
evening of December 29, 1862, and crossed to the opposite or J'durfrees·
borough side after nightfall on the same evening, and formed as reserve
to the remainder of the Twentieth Brigade. Recrossed the river during
the same night, and next morning, while on duty on the front, had 1
man killed by the enemy. .

On the morning of the 31st was ordered from the left to the right of
the line, and occupied the second line on the right. It was discovered
that the enemy was approaching on the left flank; I ordered the com·
mand forward on tenth company, and, by order, fixed bayonets and
successfnlly drove them for some distance, when the command became
isolated and was ordered to fall back.

among the casualties of officers of my command, I tlElriouslS regre~
the I08S of Capt. Joseph B. Sweet, who fell while bravely leading his
company into the thickest of the engagement. As an officer and true
and devoted soldier, Captain Sweet bore the well·merited love and re­
spect of all those who knew him. Having adopted military life as a
profession, and for a long time served in the regular army, he was pro.
ficient in all the high qualifications that pertained to his calling. In him
his country and cause have lost a brave and patriotic officer.

• I!\OIl1nallist omitted. It shows 24 killed. 66 wounded, and 17 lUi88ing.

lieutenant, whom we captured, informed me that our fire wl>.8 very
destructive and that their loss in wounded must largely exceed ours.

On tht'o l~t instant my regiment was exposed to a scattering fire all
day, but was not actually engaged. .A;t night we were ordere~ to the
extreme front, to protect the Sixth OhIO Battery, and lay all mght on
our arms.

On the 2d instant, while supporting our battery, my regiment was
exposed to a terrible fire from the artillery of the enemy, th~ number of
guns playing upon us at one.tim~ bei!1g, as sta~ by CaptalD.Bradl~y,
eighteen. Though necessarily lDactIve, my regiment stea.dil~ malD­
tained their position for ov~ an hour, when one ~f our batten~com·
menced playing upon us from the rear. I then Withdrew my regIment
a few rods to the left, to a less exposed situation.

In the afternoon we crossed Stone's River with our division. and
remained there doing duty both Friday and Saturday nights.

On Sunday morning we recrossed the river and bivouacked near the
hospitals. .

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedIent servant,
M. SHUEMAKER,

Oolonel, OortU'tw,nding.
Capt. S. L. COULTER,

Actg. Asst. A4jt. Gen., Third Brig., l!1rst DifJ., Left Wing.



where we lay in line till after sundown. Orders were received :0 ad·
vance upon Murfreesborough that night. I was in command of the com­
panies of skirmishers, and immediately threw them a(lr08S the river, and
commenced the ascent of the opposite heights.

Passing the skirt of woods, we encountered the enemy's skirmishers
strongly posted to the front on the crest of the hill, and on my left
behind a rail fence. A galling fire brought our line to a halt, but we
soon cleared the hill, and, advancing over the crestl we found ourselves
within 30 paces of a regiment of rebels, who, in their confusion, were
rallying with great difficulty. I at once retired the line to the woods,
where we l'('mained till the whole brigade had recrossed, when we were
quietly withdrawn.. .

Sergoont Snider, acting orderly, was wounded in the face, which was
the only injury our regiment suffered. The regiment itself crossed the
stream in good order, under fire of the rebel skirmishers, and remained
in line behind the skirt of woods till it recrossed with the brigade.

Tuesday we lay in bivouac near the river, and went on picket at
night. In accordance with Colonel Harker's order, we were ready to
move at daybreak, with 60 rounds of cartridges to a man.

We received marching orders about 8 a. m., and moved at once for·
ward. The enemy's sharpshooters and a battery on the opposite hill
began a fierce fire of ball and shell upon us as we returned up the
heights. When on the summit, a shell exploded in the ranks of Com­
pany B, killing 1 and wounding 2. We double.quicked, under a storm
of shell, after the brigade, which was some distance ahead, moving to
the support of the right wing. When the brigade was formed to ad·
vance through the open field to the right of General Van Cleve's divis·
ion, our regiment was placed on the left of the front line, with the~
....M••OAIi~¥r1 t •• en our right and the Seventy-third
Regiment Indiana Volunteers to our rear. Company I, Captain Chris­
tophel, was deployed to the front as skirmishers, but, having suffered
severely, was, in a short time, relieved by Company H, Lieutenant
Brow..n. When near the skirtof timber protruding from the main forest,
we marched by the right flank to support the Sixth Ohio Battery. We
were again moved toward the enemy and placed behind a rise of ground.
We suddenly found them in line at a short distance, and immediately
commenced firing. The enemy, though in brigade front, three columns
deep, staggered, concealed himself as far as possible, aud did not ven­
ture to advance under our fire.

Meanwhile, General Van Cleve's division giving way, the line of the
enemy on our leftadvancing,oompletely outflanked us, and we were suf­
fering under a raking cross-fire. We held the position for about thirty
minutes, and fell back, in accordance with orders; formed behind the
Seventy·third Regiment Indiana Volunteers and moved by the flank to
oppose the advancing right of the 6nemy. We took our position behind
a rail fence, and again held the enemy in cheek for about twenty min­
utes. At length, being nearly cut off by the enemy on the right, we
retired behind the line of battle, resting in the wood near the pike.

We had suffered severely; out of 16 omcers with the regiment, 2 had
been killed and 8 wounded. Second Lieutenant Van Kirk, command­
ing 00iIIl:PU1" A., fell in the advance; Captain Christophel, of Company
I, some time in the retreat. Both were doiug their duty unflinchingly
and manfully. Lieutenant-Colonel Cassil having been disabled by the
fall of his horse at the second stand of the regiment, I then took com·
mand. We rejoined· our division at night near tlle position we left in
the morning.

No. 118.

Report of Brig. Gen. John M. Palmer, U. S. Army, commanding Second
Di'llision.

HDQRS. SECOND DIV., LF..FT WING, FOURTEENTH A. C.,
DEPARTMENT OF THE CUMBERLAND,

Oamp near Murjreclborough, ·lenn., January 9,1863.
MAJOR: I have the honor to submit, for the information of the gen­

eral commanding, the following report of the operations of this division
from and including December 27 up to and including January 4, in­
stant: .

At 11.20 a. m., December '27, while in camp near La Vergne, I received
orders to m?ve forward, following the division of General Wood, and to
detach a bngade, to proceed by the Jefferson pike, and seize the bridge
across Stewart's Oreek. The duty of conducting this operation was as­
signed to Colonel Hazen. How well and skillfnlly it was done will be
seen by his report, which is herewith forwarded.

'fhe brigades of Cruft and Grose r('acbed the west bank of Stewart's

On Thursday, January 1, we lay in front, in support and to the right
of the dixth Obio Battery, during the furious cannonading, and were
anno.ved by sharpshooters during the whole day. We picketed at
nigbt.

Our skirmishers covered the front on Friday. The regiment lay in a
little clump of wood, in sl1pport of the battery, and exposed to the most
terrific shelling during the morning. In the afternoon our skirmishers,
in conjunction with those of the brigade, cleared the wood in front 01
rebel skirmishers and sharpshooters; were in turn shelled out, and
again took possession and held it.

Near night, and the close of the enp;agement on the left, we moved
over the river, t,hrew up a defense of rails to the front, and remained
there through the rain till morning. We were retired till Satur(lay
night, when we again picketed the left front. About 2 a. m. Sunday
we were marched back to our present bivouac.

The following is the list of the casualties of the regiment: Lieutenant·
Colonel Cassilt severe sprain by the fall of his horse; Major Whitbeck,
slightly wounaed in the neck; Adjutant Massey, severely in leg and
slightly in face and hip; Capts. Jacob Ohristophel, killed, and Voor­
hees, through the side; First Lieutenant Gardner, through side j Sec­
ond Lieutenants Van Kirk, killed; Markel, through hip' Brown, in
the shoulder, and Pealer, through thigh, and Acting Second Lieutenant
Rook, in thigh.

Of 382 enlisted men in the engagements (luring the week, 34 were
killed, 100 wounded, and 38 missing; total, 172. Of the missing, some
are known to be prisoners, others are serving in hospitals, and a few
stragglers are stilI coming up.

I will not particularize when all, officers and men, conducted them·
selves so coolly aud fought so determinedly against such desperate odds;
nor ll.eed I mention their patience under such privations and exposures
in midwinter.

HORATIO N. WHITBECK,
Major, Oommanding Sixty-jifth Regiment Ohio Volu1lteer,.

Captain COULTER,
Acting A,ristant Adjutant-General, Third Brigade.
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G. R. SWALLOW,
Oaptain 8e'Denth Iftdiana Battery.

and right, tiOOIl silencing the enemy's fire, when, finding that we had no
support.on either flanks or rear, we again withdrew to the rising ground
between the pike and railroad. We then were orilered by Captain Men­
denhall to take position across the pike, near the old log-honse in our
extreme front, having to guard against the enemy's advance up the pike
and from the woods on our right, from which a continued fire of mus­
ketry annoyed us. At the same time a battery opened upon us from
the brick house near the pike, injuring one of our trails and lim bar, to
which we replied until our long-range ammunition, the supply of which
was small, was exhausted, when I had the smooth-bores withdrawn and
took a position to rake the pike with canister, in case the enemy ad­
vanced, and kept the two rifies in the advance until night, when the
whole battery was withdrawn about 500 yards to the rear, and supplied
with ammunition.

On the morning of January 1, by your order, we took position on the
left of tIle railroad, and at a right angle with it, the Sixth Ohio Battery
on our left. We did no firing that day, with the exception of a few
sho~s. in the morning: th~wn at.~e. woods in our front, and kept in
poSitIOn ready for actIon 1O that VIClOity nearly the whole day; at night
went into park in rear of the log-house near the railroad.

At sunrise on the morning ofJanuary 2, we were saluted with a shower
of solid balls from the enemy's batteries, falling in too close a vicinity fA)
be agreeable. We mounted quickly a.nd took position on the left of the
railroad, on a small rise commanding the approach of the enemy in Our
~ont. Captai~ Mendenhall then ordf.-red us to the~ont, to take a posi.
tlOn commandlOg the open field to the left of the raIlroad. During the
forenoon we were several times saluted with shots from the battery of
the enemy planted in the woods bey6nd the opening in our front to
:~c~::remainhe? hSilent un~~J('ar noon'hw1u:n skirmishers of the:J'liL&
-~ w lC SUppO,nou us on t e nght, advanced across the
openin~ and ~rove the enemy's pickets, when the enemy opened upon
them With camster, at the same hme upe,n 11S with solid shot. Our skir­
~ishersfalling back, we opeu~d with solid shot, when the battery became
sIlent, and remained so until 3 p. m., when it again opened, and, shortly
after, heavy musketry was heard upon our left; we opened at the bat­
tery in our front, when it became silent.

When we saw the enemy advancin~ upon our left wing across the
river, and our men falling back, we cbanged front, firing to the left, and
opened a cross-fire on them, and continued it until our forces ill their
froI!t. compel!ecl them to fall baok beyond our range. We remained in
pOSItIOn untIl 9 p..m., when we aacertained that our supports on our
fran~s had ~n WIthdrawn without we being notified of the fact; and
no pICkets 1Il front between us amI the enemy's lines I withdrew the
battery to the ~ear of the infantry_and parked. '

.On the morn109 of J~nuary 3 we returned to our position of the pre.
VlOUS day, support havmg returned, where we remained until 3 p. m.,
wb.en we. were ordered across and t~k the place occupied by the Third
Wlsconsm Battei'Y, where we rewamed until near midnight, when we
were ordered to recross the river, which we did, and parked on the
ground we now occupy. We expended about 1,650 rounds of ammuni.
tion, lost 7 h~r8eB, 2 men. killed and 7 wounded, a few small-arms, and
a large quantity of clotbmg, camp and garrison equipage.

Yours, respectfully,
A. J. STEVENS,

, First Lieutenant, 001wmanding Battery.
Capt. G. B.. SWALLOW,

Ohiefof Artil~'V,3d Div., Ltfz Wing, 14th ArtilY O0rp8.
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January 3 found the battery in the same position. General Negley
ordered the battery to open fire upon a line of the enemy's infantry,
\\'hich did no good1 and wounded 1 of my own men by the premature
discharge of one of the guns. . .

DuriI!.g the whole engagement I expended 406 rounds of ammumtion;
had 1 lieutenant and 7 men w.J)unded i 4 men killed i 4 horses wonnded,
1 killed, and 4 missing.

I should have done more tiring, bnt General Rosecrans told me he
wanted some ammunition reserved for an emergency.

Respectfnlly,
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No. 146.

Report of Lieut. Alanson J. Stevens, Battery B, Pennsylvania liight
Artillery.

HEADQUARTERS PENNSYLVANIA LIGHT ARTILLERY,
JQlTl,uary 5, 1863.

SIR: I have the honor to make the following report of the part taken
in the recent action by the Pennsylvania battery: .

On the morning of December 31 we were ordered to cross ~he nver
with the First Brigade, to take position, which we had barel, time.to do
when we were ordered back again. We then followed the First Bngade
toward the right wing, where the battle was ragin~ fiercely. We fonnd
everything there in confusion, and it impossible to follow onr bngade,
and thc battery nearly in the lines of the enemy. You ~hen gave me the
permission to fight on my own hook, and do the best 10 my power. I
then conntermarched the battery and took position on the rising gronnd
on the left of the old block-honse, along the line of the railroad, and
opened fire on the enemy, who were advancing throug.h the wood~ on
the right of the pike and in onr front. We fired as rapIdly as pOSSIble
with spherical case from our smooth-bores and Sch~nkl sbells from .our
rifles, wben, finding tbe enemy checked and .our infantry advanc~g,

we limbered to the front, advanced a sbort dIStance across the plket
where we came ill position and fired a few rounds, wben. tbe Board or
Trade Battery advanced and took position on our left, covering all the
intermediate gronnd in our front. . .

We cbanged position by moving by the left flaJ?-k, and OCCUpI.ed the
rising ground in the corn-freld to tbe right of the pike, and covering t~e

woods~utof which General Rousseau's and Negley's troops were retir­
ing. vve reserved our fire until our own troops were clear of the woods,
and the enemy's lines, with banners frying, came in sight on tbe verge
of the timber, within 500 yards of our battery. We opened upon them
with spherical case, shell, and canister, and fired briskly for abou~ fif­
teen minutes, wheu, seein~ no more of the enemy, we ceased firing;
some of the enemy's advance fell within 15 or 20 yards C?f.onr guns. By
General Rousseau's advice, we then fell back on tbe nS10g ground be­
tween that and the railroad, firing a few shots at the enemy.

By Oaptain Mendenhall's order, we again advanced to our formerposi;
tion in the corn-field OIl the right of the pike, llond met with a warm
reception from the enemy's musketry from the woods in our front, and,
the right flank being at the sallie time under cross-fire fro~ one of the
enemy's batteries on our left, we opened fire on the woods- m our front
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